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• At the end of WWII, the Allies divided Germany 
into 4 sections to keep it from regaining power.

• US, Great Britain, France, & Soviet Union each 
controlled a section.

• In 1948, the Western Allies wanted to reunite 
Germany, but the Soviets disagreed.

• The Soviet section became “East Germany” and 
the reunited sections became “West Germany”.
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• During the Cold war, there were many “hot 
spots” (areas of extreme tension).
• The earliest hot spot was Berlin.

• The Soviets controlled the eastern part of 
Germany, and the western countries 
controlled the western part of Germany.

• The capital, Berlin, deep within Soviet-
controlled territory, was also divided into 
four occupation zones.
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• In June 1948, the Soviets blockaded all 
land and water traffic into western 
Berlin hoping to make Britain, France, 
and America leave the city.
• (Remember Berlin was in East Germany 

which the USSR occupied.)

• In response, the United States and 
Great Britain began an airlift.
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• What’s an airlift?
• A system of carrying supplies into 

Berlin by plane day and night. British 
and American pilots flew in tons of 
food, fuel, and raw materials.

• How long did it last?
• 11 months
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• The airlift is over—now what?  

• Germany officially becomes two countries 
with two governments.

• Bonn becomes the capital of West Germany.

• East Berlin becomes the capital of East 
Germany.

• West Berlin remains a democratic 
stronghold, surrounded by communism.
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Task

• Berlin Wall Task from the interactive notebook file- Students write 
everything they know about the Berlin wall on the Berlin wall sheet.  

Book Recommendation: A Night Divided


